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The JOURNAL has performed a great 
service in persuading Humes, Boswell, 
and Finck to answer extended queries 
about the details of the autopsy of Pres- 
ident Kennedy. 1 -' They replied directly 
to many of the questions raised by the 
critics of the Warren Commission re- 
port, an excellent move toward “full dis- 
closure.” However, we must remember 
that Humes, Boswell, and Finck wrote 
their autopsy report without seeing the 
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color photographs or studying in detail 
the roentgenograms of the body that 
were taken at the autopsy. The photo- 
graphs had been confiscated by the At- 
torney General (the President’s broth- 
er) without being developed, and they 
were then turned over to the National 
Archives (from which they have never 
been released). The basis for this con- 
fiscation was the family’s desire that the 
photographs of the President’s ex- 
ploded head not appear in every book- 
store window, as they would have had 
they become part of the public record. 
Having examined these full-color pho- 
tographs, I can say that they are far 
more shocking than the contrived latex 
dummies and allegedly genuine illustra- 
tions that are now appearing in certain 
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“entertainment” features. The roentgen- 
ograms were taken to determine if any 
bullets remained in the body. The au- 
topsy surgeons had only a brief time to 
look at them and little chance to make 
precise measurements on the films (for 
example, to pinpoint the wound of entry 
on the skull). 

After reviewing the restricted autop- 
sy materials of President Kennedy sev- 
eral times, I was impressed by the su- 
perior quality of the roentgenograms 
taken by US Navy radiologist John H. 
Ebersole, MD, despite the demands for 
haste that were forced on the prosec- 
tors. The photographsby chief navy pho- 
tographer John T. Stringer also are of 
the highest quality. No one else' was 
allowed to take photographs; when an 
unauthorised navy technician attempt- 
ed to take some photographs at the au- 
topsy, his film was seized and destroyed 
on the spot. -y 

The large number of letters to the 
editor 5 commenting on the articles in 
The JOURNAL demonstrates physicians’ 
concern about the issues the contrarian 
community and the entertainment in- 
dustry have pressed on us and about 
other forensic questions such as, “Did a 
single bullet wound both men?” and 
“Why did President Kennedy’s head 
move back toward the gun after it was 
struck?” I present information about 
each of these points. 

A SINGLE BULLET 

The instant st which both Kennedy 
and Connally were hit by the single bul- 
let (Warren Commission exhibit 899) has 
been identified as frame 224 of the Za- 
pruder film by experts of F ailure Anal- 
ysis Associates Inc, Menlo Park, Calif, 


working with Martin Fackler, MD.'They 
pointed out that, in this frame, the right 
lapel of Governor Connally 's jacket sud- 
denly bulged far forward, pushed out- 
ward by the tumbling bullet and the 
accompanying hail of soft-tissue parti- 
cles that exited his chest below the right 
nipple (Fig 1). The bullet went on 
through his right wrist and, traveling 
backward, buried itself in his left thigh. 
Previous studies by other analysts, such 
as Itek Corporation, New York, NY, 
had postulated that this happened in 
either frame 223 or frame 224, on the 
basis of the movements of Governor Con- 
nally’s body. To my knowledge, the la- 
pel bulge had not been specifically point- 
* ed out before the Failure Analysis study. 
Previously, we had observed that the 
clothing on our research models often 
“flapped” forward when the body was 
hit.*' 55 ? 3 ’ 

SIMULTANEOUS ARM MOVEMENTS 
The right arms of both President 
Kennedy and Governor Connally start- 
ed their upward jerks in frame 225 (Fig 
2), immediately after the bullet went 
through both men. President Kennedy’s 
right arm started its upward movement 
toward his face (Thorbum's reflex po- 
sition') as his deltoid muscle contracted 
in response to the bullet wound through 
his right brachial plexus, stimulating his 
axillary nerve. Governor Connally’s right 
hand, in which he was holding his white 
Stetson hat, was pressed against his left 
thigh to help push himself around to try 
to see President Kennedy, as Connally 
later testified. 7 The white dot of his hand 
holding the hat appeared in frame 225 
and came progressively farther up into 
sight in each succeeding frame until 
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